patient has been pretreated with fluoxetine. Because fluoxetine has an unusually long half-life, and it apparently competitively inhibits the metabolism of TCAs, serious consequences could result if this advice is not heeded. As in our case, serum TCA concentrations can rise rapidly and reach concentrations much higher than expected. Sudden death has been observed at amitriptyline hydrochloride-imipramine-desipramine blood concentrations as low as 500 ng/mL.I It therefore becomes paramount that clinicians reduce the dosages of TCAs following fluoxetine therapy, and that serum TCA concentrations are monitored frequently for a minimum of five weeks in order to prevent potentially serious adverse events. REFERENCE I. WESTERMEYER J. Fluoxetine-induced tricyclic toxicity: extent and duration. J ClinPharmacol1991 ;31:388-92.
Comment: legal duty to counsel TO THE EDITOR:The article by Brushwood (DlCP 1991; 25:195-204 ) on the pharmacist's duty to counsel was both informative and timely. Recently, much has been written on the subject of the patient's right to know.!" Over the past years the US has seen growth in pharmacist involvement in patient care. Since 1950, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy has published The SurveyofPharmacyLaw. These surveys have shown an almost doubling since 1981 in the number of states that have enacted laws requiring patient counseling by the pharmacist. This is a far cry from the days when pharmacists felt compelled not to tell the patient about their medications because counseling was considered the physician's domain. In 1981-1982, only 11 states indicated that they required pharmacist/patient consultation for dispensed medications. However, by 1990-1991, this number had increased to 20 states (Table 1 ).6.9
A further sign of the times is that our local affiliate chapter of the American Society of Hospital Pharmacists had "Liability in Pharmacy Practice" as one of their recent continuing education topics. Based on personal observation, this lecture had one of the highest attendance rates; in fact, several of the local pharmacists attended this lecture more than once as it was presented around the state. As the profession of pharmacy seeks more recognition and requests more compensation, we must be prepared to accept the increased responsibility that comes with this higher status and remuneration. 
DONNAM. LISI, Phann.D.
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